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	    	CHAMBERS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
	
Brian Hawthorne, Sheriff
Telephone:  409-267-2500
Email: ccso@chamberstx.gov


	
	 201 North Court Street
	 PO Box 998
	 Anahuac, TX  77514


April 27, 2026

The Honorable Ted Cruz, Chair 
U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, & Transportation 
167 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Chairman Cruz,

The Sheriffs’ Association of Texas joins Governor Greg Abbott in support of the reauthorization of the FirstNet Authority. The Sheriffs' Association of Texas is one of the oldest law enforcement associations in the nation, since 1874, representing the elected Sheriffs in the 254 Counties of Texas.  The FirstNet network has become an indispensable tool for law enforcement across Texas, providing reliable, priority communications that improve safety and coordination in daily operations and emergencies.

Across the state, FirstNet plays a key role in addressing the communications needs of law enforcement. The FirstNet infrastructure expansion has brought critical connectivity to public safety in rural and previously underserved areas of the state. This includes more than two dozen new FirstNet towers during the initial phase of FirstNet buildout, which were identified by state and public safety leaders. Public safety’s FirstNet Band 14 spectrum has been added to approximately 6,000 towers across the state. 

Our members have used FirstNet to support coordination at major large-crowd events, like the Final Four in San Antonio, where agencies were protected from network congestion with FirstNet multi-tier priority and preemption and FirstNet Band 14 spectrum, allowing them to operate reliably in a densely populated area with heavy cellular-traffic. As we prepare to host FIFA matches in Dallas and Houston, TX, the ability to reliably communicate will be critically important. FirstNet has been actively working with public safety agencies in preparation for the games. Access to FirstNet communications and advanced broadband technology tools is helping to strengthen situational awareness and facilitate effective cross-agency coordination.

FirstNet has also proven itself as a vital resource during times of crisis. In response to both manmade and natural disasters, FirstNet has been an essential tool for emergency response. During the July 4th flooding in the Texas Hill Country, FirstNet was swift to respond with deployable assets and personnel to support public safety’s response. Today, there is no major public safety incident that occurs in Texas where FirstNet isn’t playing a central role in the response. Between 2020-2025, public safety agencies in Texas placed more than 900 FirstNet deployable requests – underscoring the critical function of the FirstNet network and the dedicated deployable assets during planned and unplanned events in the state. These FirstNet resources have become a necessity during operationally critical incidents.     


Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Congress took action to provide public safety with a dedicated nationwide network. Today, more than 2,600 public safety and direct-support organizations in Texas rely on FirstNet. Timely congressional action is needed to reauthorize the FirstNet Authority and preserve public safety’s essential role in program governance. Reauthorizing the FirstNet program is necessary to ensure the continued growth and modernization of this dedicated public safety network, allowing law enforcement across Texas to continue meeting emerging challenges and protecting the communities they serve.

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue.

Sincerely,
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Sheriff Brian Hawthorne
President, The Sheriffs’ Association of Texas
Sheriff Chambers County TX

cc: The Honorable Maria Cantwell, Senate Commerce Ranking Member
        The Honorable Brett Guthrie, Chair House E&C
        The Honorable Frank Pallone Jr, House E&C Ranking Member
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