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June 24th, 2026

The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510


Subject: Support for the First Responder Network Authority Reauthorization Act

Dear Senator Lujan,

On behalf of the New Mexico Professional Fire Fighters Association, representing over 1800 professional fire fighters and EMS providers across our great state, I write to express our strong support for the First Responder Network Authority Reauthorization Act. Our members are committed to ensuring that all public safety professionals and our colleagues in law enforcement have access to reliable, secure, and interoperable communications to protect the lives and safety of the communities they serve.

The First Responder Network Authority, known as FirstNet, was established by Congress in 2012 to provide first responders with a secure, interoperable, and resilient communications network designed specifically for public safety operations. Since its creation, FirstNet has become a vital and reliable resource for our members.  It truly serves as a dedicated public safety communications network.

We have lost hundreds of fire fighters over the years as a result of communications failures.  The most dramatic were the tragic loses on 9/11 because FDNY and NYPD could not communicate with each other prior to the collapse of the twin towers.  Establishing a nationwide public safety network was the final recommendation of the 9/11 Commission.

FirstNet has strengthened emergency response, improved coordination across jurisdictions, and enhanced situational awareness during day-to-day operations and major incidents. Its nationwide reach and priority communications capabilities have made it an indispensable tool for first responders.  

Re-authorization enjoys broad support throughout the fire service including the three major organizations representing labor, management and the volunteer sector: the International Association of Fire Fighters, the International Association of Fire Chiefs and the National Volunteer Fire Council.

Reauthorization of the First Responder Network Authority is essential to ensuring the continued success of the nation’s only broadband network built specifically for public safety. Maintaining the Authority's authorization will preserve public safety governance, strengthen accountability and oversight, and support the continued modernization of capabilities that first responders rely upon every day. Long-term authorization will provide the stability necessary for FirstNet to continue advancing communications, interoperability, and operational effectiveness for public safety agencies across the United States.

Recently, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce passed their version of the legislation with a unanimous bi-partisan vote of 53-0 which was then passed by the full House.

For these reasons, the New Mexico Professional Fire Fighters Association respectfully urges you to support and advance the FirstNet reauthorization in the Commerce and Science Committee and urge its passage.  Thank you for your leadership and continued commitment to public safety communications.

Sincerely,



Miguel Tittmann
President
New Mexico Professional Fire Fighters Association
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